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OVERDOSE STORY MAPPING By Dylana Kneeshaw

Research team behind Overdose in the Trades exhibit aims to build framework for
drug awareness credential

Mar 13, 2024 | 6:00 PM

KAMLOOPS — Thompson Rivers University’s Trades and Technology building has a new display adorning the hallway, featuring stories

— often untold — about the widespread impacts of substance use within the trades.
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“It’s a big problem,” says Jason Schapansky, who is one of the project’s researchers, linking the team to the trades with his expertise as
an electrician and TRU instructor. “It's something that we don't talk about in the trades. We don't talk about it at work. Bring it up in a
classroom and the classroom stays silent. I brought it up this morning in a classroom, and the classroom stayed silent until I really

drove them to start talking about it”

The Overdose in the Trades art exhibition uses a process known as cultural story mapping to showcase the experiences of students and

working professionals in the trades.
Participants were asked to depict their experiences with substance use and the overdose crisis in a visual medium, then interviewed by
the research team about the experiences they had chosen to draw or display.
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Jayse Matonovich is an undergraduate student in the Arts faculty and joined the research team for this exhibition. Speaking with CFJC
from the halls of TRU’s Trades building, Matonovich says her knowledge about the overdose crisis has grown after getting involved in
this work.

“Right now, we're mapping the impact of the drug overdose crisis and how it’'s impacting people in trades. Originally, it was focused on
men in trades, so looking at just their perspective, and now we're trying to look at it from a woman’s perspective, as everyone’s voice

matters.”

Powerful images convey the stories of people who fall within a demographic impacted more than others by drug toxicity and opioid
use.

https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/research-team-behind-overdose-in-the-trades-exhibit-aims-to-build-framework-for-drug-awareness-credential/ 2/5


https://inside.tru.ca/events/event/an-exhibition-of-personal-story-maps/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/14/rothenburger-we-should-get-rid-of-governors-general-and-their-free-spending-ways/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/sound-off-health-care-access-reproductive-health-a-key-priority-for-b-c-government/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/rothenburger-it-was-a-good-day-around-the-city-council-table-for-a-change/

14/03/2024, 14:24 Research team behind Overdose in the Trades exhibit aims to build framework for drug awareness credential | CFJC Today Kamloops

Image Credit: Adam Donnelly / CFJC Today

Lana Fine is pursuing her Masters degree in the Human Rights and Social Justice program, and says her interest in the field made this
project a perfect fit. Fine has previous job experience working directly with people who use substances.

“I was really surprised by the ability of the artwork that people were able to produce. What the different story maps were depicting was
a little bit different than what I did expect and what comes out of just a drawing was incredible”

Principal investigator Dr. Will Garrett-Petts says cultural story mapping is a useful way to give people a platform to fully express an idea

or experience.
“This privileges individual experiences and individual voices,” he said.
Out of this collection, the research team aims to develop a micro-credential to incorporate into trades education and job training.

“That means that every year, 1,500 students who graduate from TRU will have had that kind of awareness training before they go out
into the workplace,” adds Garrett-Petts.

As someone who works directly with people out on job sites and in school, Schapansky is a big advocate for furthering the education
aspect of the project.

“I want to not only bring it into the classrooms, but we've got a micro-credential that we're working on which [ want to make as
important as FoodSafe in a restaurant,” he stresses. “I want to make it so that when you get a job on any site anywhere, that part of your

training could be an online course on drug awareness, addiction and help.

This iteration of the display will only be set up for a few days, but there are plans to use portions of it at future trades shows and other
events, all in hopes of informing future trades professionals and the public about the people who are affected.

“You talk to any one person individually and you will find that they have a story,” adds Schapansky.

by Dylana Kneeshaw

§ View Comments

https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/research-team-behind-overdose-in-the-trades-exhibit-aims-to-build-framework-for-drug-awareness-credential/ 3/5



14/03/2024, 14:24 Research team behind Overdose in the Trades exhibit aims to build framework for drug awareness credential | CFJC Today Kamloops

Our Community

ROTHENBURGER: We should get rid of governors-general and their free-spending ways

South Thompson RV - Kamloops' Preferred RV Dealer

SOUND OFF: Health care access, reproductive health; a key priority for B.C. government

ROTHENBURGER: It was a good day around the City council table for a change

Art of Christmas - Alternative Greenery

1000 Ways to Heal: An introduction

Would you use a bike valet service in Kamloops?

Community

https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/research-team-behind-overdose-in-the-trades-exhibit-aims-to-build-framework-for-drug-awareness-credential/



https://cfjctoday.com/news
https://cfjctoday.com/news-kamloops
https://cfjctoday.com/news-cariboo-region
https://cfjctoday.com/news-british-columbia
https://cfjctoday.com/news-canada
https://cfjctoday.com/news-world
https://cfjctoday.com/weather-kamloops-british-columbia
https://cfjctoday.com/columns
https://cfjctoday.com/news-team-mel-rothenburger-columnist-armchair-mayor
https://cfjctoday.com/news-team-james-peters-two-out
https://cfjctoday.com/doug-collins-columnist
https://cfjctoday.com/sound-off
https://cfjctoday.com/sports
https://cfjctoday.com/sports-local-sports
https://cfjctoday.com/sports-blazers-today
https://cfjctoday.com/sports-wolfpack-today
https://cfjctoday.com/sports
https://cfjctoday.com/shows
https://cfjctoday.com/cfjc-tv-weekly-schedule
https://cfjctoday.com/midday
https://cfjctoday.com/1000-ways-to-heal
https://cfjctoday.com/shows-week-in-review
https://cfjctoday.com/ondemand
https://cfjctoday.com/live
https://cfjctoday.com/shows-tv-specials
https://cfjctoday.com/community-2
https://everythinglifestyle.ca/
https://cfjctoday.com/community-news-and-blogs
https://cfjctoday.com/polls-2
https://cfjctoday.com/community-events-calendar
https://cfjctoday.com/news-ripleys-weird
https://cfjctoday.com/showbizz-buzz
https://cfjctoday.com/listings/real-estate
https://cfjctoday.com/community-contests-giveaways
https://cfjctoday.com/your-life-unlimited
https://cfjctoday.com/featured-content
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/14/rothenburger-we-should-get-rid-of-governors-general-and-their-free-spending-ways/
https://cfjctoday.com/2023/10/18/south-thompson-rv-kamloops-preferred-rv-dealer/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/sound-off-health-care-access-reproductive-health-a-key-priority-for-b-c-government/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/rothenburger-it-was-a-good-day-around-the-city-council-table-for-a-change/
https://cfjctoday.com/2023/12/20/art-of-christmas-alternative-greenery/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/11/1000-ways-to-heal-an-introduction/
https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/11/would-you-use-a-bike-valet-service-in-kamloops/

14/03/2024, 14:24 Research team behind Overdose in the Trades exhibit aims to build framework for drug awareness credential | CFJC Today Kamloops

Announcements CFJC TODAY

460 Pemberton Terrace
Kamloops, BC
V2C 1T5

Phone: (250) 372-3322
Newsroom:
(250) 851-3204

) Media

¥ f @0

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

POWERED BY SoCasb Digital growth made easy.

https://cfjctoday.com/2024/03/13/research-team-behind-overdose-in-the-trades-exhibit-aims-to-build-framework-for-drug-awareness-credential/



https://cfjctoday.com/listings/obituaries
https://cfjctoday.com/public-notices
https://cfjctoday.com/community-safety
https://cfjctoday.com/home
https://cfjctoday.com/news-team
https://cfjctoday.com/contact-us
https://cfjccreative.com/
https://cfjctoday.com/submission-guidelines
https://cfjctoday.com/privacy
https://cfjctoday.com/contestrules
https://cfjctoday.com/terms
https://cfjctoday.com/accessibility
https://pattisonmedia.com/
https://pattisonmedia.com/
http://www.twitter.com/cfjc_today
https://www.facebook.com/cfjctoday
https://www.youtube.com/user/MiddayCFJC
https://instagram.com/cfjc_today/
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.socastdigital.com/
https://www.socastdigital.com/

